does not play any part in causing the condition. Nothing seems to act as a predisposing cause, except, possibly, chronic tonsillitis; and it is probable that this is a result rather than the cause of the process. It is not improbable that the infectious agents found in the late stages gain access to the system via the tonsils. The general course of the disease in children, on the whole, is the same as in adults, and it is always fatal. The spleen is enlarged in all cases and the liver usually. General glandular involvement is by no means constant, the cervical glands being most frequently involved. The duration is from four days to five months. The onset, however, is usually so insidious that it is impossible to determine exactly when a case does begin. 
